Freedom from Diapers - Training Guide Book

Freedom from Diapers

Potty Training, Toilet Training & Bedwetting

= Age Group - 0-5 Years

A calm, science-based approach to
help your child become diaper-free
without pressure, stress, or power
struggles.

P Understanding the science of
readiness

P Step-by-step diaper to potty
transition plan
Solutions for potty resistance &
accidents

- P Bedwetting causes and practical

solutions

Register Now

R, 7499270940

& www.mydvija.com

Freedom from Diapers

The Science-Backed, Culture-Honoring Complete Guide to Confident,
Compassionate Toilet Training for Indian Families (0-5 Years)

Indian Parenting x Allopathic Science x Ayurveda x
Modern Neurology

Freedom from Diapers — Complete Course Notes

Guide for Parents | For Babies 0-5 Years |
MyDvija by Shrreya Shah

Freedom from Diapers - Training by Shrreya Shah https://mydvija.com/




Freedom from Diapers - Training Guide Book

About Shrreya Shah: -

Shrreya Shah is a Childbirth Educator, Lactation Consultant, Nutritionist,
and Parenting Mentor with over a decade of experience.

She is the founder of MyDvija, a platform that supports parents through:
« Pregnancy.
« Postpartum recovery.
. Breastfeeding.
« Newborn care.
« Sleep training.
. Toddler development.
« Freedom From Diapers.

Shrreya has guided thousands of parents with gentle, culturally rooted,
emotionally intelligent parenting tools.

Her teaching philosophy is built on three pillars:
Compassion.

O Science-based knowledge.

qp Practical, gentle methods.

Her mission is to help parents build peaceful homes, confident
parenting, and strong emotional connections with their babies.
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DISCLAIMER

Freedom from Diapers - MyDvija Parenting Education

This course is for educational and guidance purposes only. It is rooted in
child development research, Ayurvedic wisdom, and compassionate
parenting — and is not a substitute for medical advice. Always consult
your paediatrician for your child's individual health needs.

Please speak to your doctor if your child: -
« Has any medical condition.
« Shows pain during elimination.
« Has recurring UTlIs or constipation.
« Has developmental concerns.
« Shows sudden regression.

. Has ASD, ADHD, or sensory needs.

Every child is unique. Timelines and outcomes will vary based on your
child's temperament, health, and environment. Always choose what
feels safe, gentle, and right for your family.

By using this course, you agree to apply the guidance responsibly and
seek professional medical help whenever your child's health requires it.

MyDyvija Parenting Education is not liable for any outcomes arising from
the use of this content.

© MyDvija Parenting Education - All Rights Reserved - Freedom from Diapers —
Enhanced Complete Edition
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© COPYRIGHT NOTICE

Freedom from Diapers - MyDvija Parenting Education

© MyDvija by Shrreya Shah — All Rights Reserved.

All content within Freedom from Diapers — including videos,
PDFs, written modules, diagrams, toilet training plans,
techniques, images, and all associated course materials — is
the exclusive intellectual property of MyDvija and Shrreya
Shah.

You are not permitted to:

» Copy, reproduce, or redistribute any course content.

» Upload or share materials on any online platform.

» Sell, resell, or commercially use this content.

» Modify or repurpose it for your own programs or courses.

» Share access with groups, communities, or other
individuals.

This course is licensed for your personal use only. Purchasing
this course does not transfer any ownership or rights to the
content.

Any unauthorised sharing, copying, or reproduction of this
material is a violation of copyright law and will be subject to
appropriate legal action.

For permissions, collaborations, or licensing enquiries, please
reach out to the MyDvija team directly. We welcome genuine
partnerships and are happy to explore ethical collaborations.

© 2026 MyDvija by Shrreya Shah - Freedom from Diapers — All Rights
Reserved-

Unauthorised use is strictly prohibited under applicable
copyright law.
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INTRODUCTION: What Makes This Course Different

>

YV V V V V

Only comprehensive resource blending Ayurveda + Neuroscience + Indian
cultural context.

Evidence-based with peer-reviewed research citations.

Culturally adapted for Indian families, joint households, and working parents.
Environmentally conscious addressing diaper waste impact.

Inclusive with special needs and complex scenarios covered.

multi-generational with resources for grandparents and caregivers.

Key Brain Systems Involved: -

O Prefrontal Cortex (Decision-Making Centre)

Develops until age 25, but critical growth 2-5 years.
Controls: impulse control, planning, delayed gratification.

Toilet relevance: "l feel pressure — | can wait — | reach toilet".

O Insula (Interoception - Body Awareness)

Registers internal body signals.
Develops: 18 months onward.

Toilet relevance: Recognizing "full bladder" feeling before it's urgent.

O Spinal Reflex Centres

Present from birth.
Automatic bladder/bowel emptying.

Must be inhibited by higher brain centres for control.

O Limbic System (Emotional Centre)

Processes: fear, safety, stress, pleasure.

Toilet relevance: Anxiety tightens sphincter muscles, safety relaxes them.
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SECTION 1: Brain, Bladder & Bowel Development

Brain, Bladder & Bowel Development

| Bladder Capacity

Age Frequency | Can Hold For

| Internal Sphincter (Involuntary)

B 1.2 Sphincter Muscle Development

60-90 ml

Formula: Age x 30 ml + 30 ml = Approx. Bladder Capacity
Bowel Frequency: 3x/day to once every 3 days (Soft & Painless)

1 Yedr Every 1-2 hou'sé Cannot Hold Voluntarily  Automatic Control

2 Years 90-120ml | Euery2-3 houvsi 5-10 Minutes * Relaxes When Full

3Years | 120-180ml | Every -4 hous| 15-30 Minutes

4 Years 180-240 ml Every 3-5 hoursg 30-60 Minutes External Sphincter (Voluntary)
5 Years 240-300 ml | Every4-6 hours | 1-2 Hours © Conscious Control

© 18-36 Months to Develop
* Brain-Muscle Coordination

Coordination Challenge! [ESHAHY#E

Learn to Relax + Contract: |
50-100 Practice Sessions
o

N\

Internal Sphincter S

—N
External ——355

1.1 BLADDER & BOWEL CAPACITY BY AGE

Understanding capacity helps set realistic expectations:

Age |Bladder Capacity|Expected Frequency Can Hold For
1 year 60-90 ml Every 1-2 hours ||Cannot hold voluntarily
2 years 90-120 ml Every 2-3 hours 5-10 minutes max
3 years 120-180 ml Every 3-4 hours 15-30 minutes
4 years 180-240 ml Every 3-5 hours 30-60 minutes
5 years 240-300 ml Every 4-6 hours 1-2 hours

Formula for Expected Capacity:

Age (years) x 30 ml + 30 ml = approximate bladder capacity.

Bowel Frequency: Highly individual—anywhere from 3 times/day to once every 3

days can be normal if stool is soft and painless.

1.2 SPHINCTER MUSCLE DEVELOPMENT
Two sphincter systems control elimination:
Internal Sphincter (Involuntary)

¢ Smooth muscle.
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o Automatic control (always present).

¢ Relaxes when bladder/bowel fills.

External Sphincter (Voluntary)

« Skeletal muscle.

e Conscious control develops 18-36 months.

e Requires brain-muscle coordination.

o Strengthens with practice.

Coordination Challenge: Child must learn to relax pelvic floor while contracting
abdominal muscles—a complex motor skill requiring 50-100+ practice sessions.

1.3 DEVELOPMENTAL MILESTONE CHART

Milestone

Typical Age Range

What It Means

Aware during elimination

12-24 months

Sensory development beginning

Aware after elimination

15-28 months

Retroactive body awareness

Signals before elimination

22-36 months

Predictive awareness forming

Stays dry 1.5-2 hours

24-36 months

Bladder capacity increasing

Can follow 2-step instructions

24-36 months

Cognitive readiness

Can sit calmly 5 minutes

24-36 months

Motor control ready

Daytime dryness consistent

2.5-4 years

Cortical control established

Nighttime dryness

3-6 years

ADH hormone matured

Remember:

e 50% of children achieve each milestone within this range.

o 25% earlier.

o 25% later—all medically normal.
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SECTION 2: Diapers — Complete Guide

DIAPER
PROBLEMS

- COMPLETE

SOLUTIONS &
( B2,

2.1 DIAPER PROBLEMS & COMPLETE SOLUTIONS
Problem 1: Diaper Rash (Irritant Contact Dermatitis)
What It Looks Like:

e Red, inflamed skin in diaper area.

¢ Rough texture.

e Mild to severe (peeling, oozing in severe cases).

Common Causes:
e Prolonged wetness (enzyme exposure).
e Friction.
e Yeast infection (Candida).
o Allergic reaction to diaper chemicals.

e Acidic diet (citrus, tomatoes).

Ayurvedic Understanding:

« Pitta imbalance: Excess heat and moisture.
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« Kapha stagnation: Poor circulation in covered area.

Complete Treatment Protocol:
Immediate Relief (24-48 hours):
1. Increase change frequency: Every 1.5-2 hours minimum
2. Gentle cleaning: Lukewarm water only (no wipes temporarily).
3. Complete drying: Pat dry, air dry 5 minutes.
4. Barrier cream: Zinc oxide-based cream (thick layer).
5

. Maximum diaper-free time: 30-60 minutes, 3-4 times daily.

Ayurvedic Support:
6. Coconut oil: Pure, organic, thin layer (after complete drying).

7. Turmeric paste: Mix with coconut oil (antibacterial, anti-inflammatory).

e Yatsp turmeric + 1 tbsp coconut oil.
8. Neem water wash: Boil neem leaves, cool, use for cleaning.

9. Ghee application: Pure cow ghee (cooling Pitta).

Allopathic Medical Treatment (If Not Improving in 3 Days):

« Antifungal cream if yeast suspected (white patches, satellite lesions).

e Hydrocortisone cream 0.5-1% for inflammation (doctor prescribed only).

« Antibiotic ointment if signs of bacterial infection.

Prevention Strategy:

. Change immediately after bowel movement.

Allow naked time daily.

Use breathable cloth diapers when possible.

Avoid plastic covers overnight.

Pat dry completely before new diaper.

X Never Use (Common Mistakes):
o X Talcum powder (inhalation risk, promotes moisture).
o X Baby powder (same issues).
o X Cornstarch (feeds yeast).

« X Scented wipes (irritants).
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X Multiple diaper rash creams at once.

& Doctor Visit Required If:

Rash spreads beyond diaper area.
Bleeding or oozing present.

Fever develops.

Not improving after 3-4 days treatment.
Blisters or pus-filled bumps.

Child seems in significant pain.

Problem 2: Allergic Reactions

Symptoms:

Rash that appears shortly after diaper change.
Hives or welts.
Specific pattern matching diaper materials.

May include sneezing, watery eyes.

Common Culprits:

Fragrances in diapers.
Dyes (colored diapers).
Latex (elastic components).

Adhesives.

Solution:

> wn

. Switch to hypoallergenic, fragrance-free diapers.

Consider cloth diapers.
Test one brand at a time to identify trigger.

Consult paediatrician if severe.

Problem 3: Heat Rash (Prickly Heat / Miliaria)

More Common In: Indian summer, humid climates.

Appearance:

Small red bumps.
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Clustered in skin folds.

ltchy, prickly sensation.

Treatment:

Light, breathable clothing.

Cool environment (AC/cooler if possible).
Sandalwood paste (Ayurvedic cooling).
Aloe vera gel (pure).

Maximum air exposure.

Reduce diaper-wearing hours.

Problem 4: Resistance to Diaper Changes

Common Age: 12-24 months (autonomy stage).

Why It Happens:

Interruption of play (priority conflict).
Uncomfortable temperature changes.
Fear of lying down position.

Seeking control.

Solutions:

Distraction Techniques:

Special diaper-change toy (only appears during changes).
Sing specific song.
Mirror to hold and explore.

Stickers on ceiling to look at.

Environment Optimization:

Warm wipes (or warm water).
Soft changing surface.
Consistent, calm routine.

Standing changes if safe (toddlers).
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Respectful Communication:

o Narrate: "I'm cleaning your bottom now".

e Give choices: "Do you want red or blue diaper?"

o Acknowledge feelings: "I know you wanted to keep playing".

o Natural consequences: "Wet diaper is uncomfortable".
When NOT to Worry:

o Resistance phase usually temporary.

« Not a sign of readiness for potty training necessarily.

e Normal autonomy development.

2.2 DIAPER-FREE TIME (Essential for Development)
Why It Matters:

O Neurological:
« Enhanced body awareness (feels air on skin).
o Direct cause-effect feedback (pee = wet leg).

o Builds interoceptive sensitivity.

0 Physical:
o Allows skin to breathe and heal.
e Reduces bacterial growth.
o Strengthens pelvic floor naturally.
How to Implement:
For Infants (0-12 months):
e 10-15 minutes, 2-3 times daily.
o After diaper change.
e On waterproof mat.
e During massage time.
For Toddlers (12-30 months):
e 30-60 minutes daily.
e In bathroom or easy-to-clean area.
e During summer afternoons.

e Increase gradually as child shows interest.
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Indian Approach:

o Traditional "sunning" practice (morning sun on bare bottom).

o Outdoor time in safe, private spaces.

« Natural elimination opportunities (over grass in village settings).
Safety Notes:

o Always supervise.

e Maintain warm environment (avoid chilling).

e Clean any accidents immediately.

e Make it positive, pressure-free experience.

2.3 DIAPER CHANGING ROUTINE (Proper Technique)
Step-by-Step for Maximum Hygiene:
Preparation:
1. Gather supplies (diaper, wipes/water, cream if needed).
2. Wash your hands.
3. Warm wipes/water (especially winter).
Changing Process:
For Girls:
4. Remove soiled diaper, fold closed.
5. Clean front-to-back ALWAYS (prevents UTI).
6. Use fresh wipe for each stroke.
7. Clean skin folds thoroughly.
8. Pat completely dry.
9. Apply barrier cream if needed.
10. Secure new diaper (2-finger snugness test at waist).
For Boys:
11. Cover penis immediately (reflex urination).
12. Clean under testicles and in folds.
13. Point penis downward before closing diaper (prevents waistband leaks).
Disposal:
e Dispose of solid waste in toilet first (if possible).

« Roll diaper closed.
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o Place in sealed bin.
o Wash hands again.
Communication Throughout:
o Narrate actions: "I'm lifting your legs now".
e Maintain eye contact when safe.
e Sing or talk warmly.

o Never express disgust (child internalizes messages).

SECTION 3: STOOL & DIGESTIVE SCIENCE
(MOST IMPORTANT SECTION)

The Foundation of Healthy Elimination:

Digestive health is directly connected to toilet training success. Constipation is the
cause of toilet training resistance, regression, and fear.

3.1 THE BRISTOL STOOL CHART (ADAPTED FOR CHILDREN)

Understanding What's Normal:

Type Appearance Meaning Action Needed
Type 1 Hard pellets (like goat Severe constipation Medical attention + diet
poop) change
Type 2 Lumpy sausage Mild constipation Increase water + fiber
Slightly dry but Monitor, slight diet
Type 3 Cracked sausage acceptable adjustment
Type 4 Smooth sausage IDEAL Continue current diet
Type 5 Soft blobs Lacking fiber slightly Add more whole foods
Type 6 Mushy pieces Mild diarrhea Watch for |nf.e.c’.uon, dairy
sensitivity
_ . Doctor visit, hydration
Type 7 Liquid Diarrhea critical

Target: Type 3-4 consistently.
& Concern: Type 1-2 (constipation) or Type 7 (diarrhea) for more than 2 days.
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3.2 STOOL COLOR GUIDE (WHEN TO WORRY)

Yellow Brown Green
Infants Toddlers & kids Diet /iron/
(normal) (healthy) fast digestion

Normal Colors:

O Yellow (Infants)
o Breastfed babies: mustard yellow, seedy.
o Formula-fed: tan/yellow.

o Completely normal.

0 Brown (Toddlers/Children)
e Most common healthy color.
e Variations from tan to dark brown normal.

o Affected by diet (leafy greens = darker).

O Green
« Often diet-related (spinach, green vegetables).
o Fast digestion (food not fully processed).
e lIron supplements.

e Usually harmless if child feels fine.
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Colors Requiring Medical Attention:

Colors That Need Attention

y

-/
@ Black White / Clay ® Red
— Possible — Liver/ bile — Food vs blood
bleeding issue (URGENT) (check symptoms

(not newborns)

A If unsure — Doctor visit |

@ Black (Not in newborns)
e Could indicate digested blood (upper Gl).
e Iron supplements (check if taking).

« Immediate doctor visit if not supplement-related.

O White/Pale Gray/Clay-Colored
e Urgent: Could indicate liver/gallbladder issue.
o Bile not reaching intestines.

o Call doctor same day

Red

« Common causes: Beets, tomatoes, red food coloring.
e Concerning: Bright red streaks (bleeding, fissure).
e Dark red with pain = doctor visit.

e Food-related: usually obvious from diet history.

Freedom from Diapers - Training by Shrreya Shah https://mydvija.com/




Freedom from Diapers - Training

Guide Book

3.3 STOOL FREQUENCY -- WHAT'S NORMAL?

Stool Frequency - What’s Normal?

. l

Newborn Many/day A\ No stool 3 days
4 .
Infant N\1-7/day A\ Pain + no stool
=
Toddler ‘ Daily-2days 4\ Hard stools

Preschool ‘ Daily-2days 4\ Pain /fear

| A\ Preschool K Soft stool > frequency

Highly Individual Based On:

e Age.
e Diet.

o Activity level.

e Individual gut motility.

General Guidelines:

Age

Frequency Range

Red Flag

Newborn (0-3
months)

1-12 times/day

No stool in 3 days (breastfed may
go longer)

Infant (3-12 months)

1-7 times/day

No stool in 2 days + discomfort

Toddler (1-3 years)

1-3 times/day to once every
2 days

No stool in 3 days OR hard pellets

Preschool (3-5
years)

Daily to once every 2 days

No stool in 4 days OR pain
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Important: Consistency matters more than frequency. A child who goes every 2
days with soft, easy-to-pass stool is healthier than one going daily with hard, painful
pellets.

3.4 CONSTIPATION -- THE SILENT TOILET TRAINING KILLER

Why This Section Deserves Serious Attention:
Constipation causes:
e O 40% of toilet training resistance.
e & 75% of toilet training regression cases.
o« & 90% of "potty fear" scenarios.

. Extended training duration (6+ months longer).

The Constipation Cycle

|
Stool %
gets harder

{ Break this cycle before training

P~ Holding

The Cycle:
Constipation — Painful poop — Child holds — Harder poop —
More pain — Fear — More holding — Severe constipation.

Breaking this cycle is THE priority before any potty
training.
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Signs Your Child Is Constipated:

Signs of Constipation

Obvious Signs Hidden Signs

% Hard pellets

® Break this cycle before training

Obvious Signs:
« Hard, pellet-like stools (Type 1-2).
« Straining, red face, crying during bowel movement.
e Blood on stool or toilet paper (fissures).
e Complains of stomach pain.

e No bowel movement for 3+ days.

Subtle Signs (Often Missed):
o Frequently withholding (standing stiff, hiding, leg crossing).
e Small, frequent "skid marks" in underwear (leakage around hard stool).
o Loss of appetite.
o lrritability without clear cause.
o "Potty dance" but refuses to go.
e Sudden toilet training regression.
e Complaints of bottom hurting.
Indian Ayurvedic Signs:
e Vata imbalance: Dry, hard, gas.

e Apa agni (weak digestive fire): Incomplete evacuation feeling.
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Root Causes of Constipation:

Dietary Causes (Most Common in India):

X Low fiber intake (refined flour, white rice only).

X Insufficient water (especially common in winter).

X Excessive dairy (milk, paneer without fiber balance).
X Too much processed food (biscuits, chips).

X Insufficient healthy fats.

Solution: See dietary protocol below.

Behavioural/Emotional Causes:

Fear of toilet/potty from painful experience.
Punishment or shaming during training.
Resistance to interrupting play.

Power struggle with parents.

Anxiety about new situations (daycare, travel).

Solution: Emotional safety first.

Medical Causes (Consult Doctor):

Anal fissures (small tears causing pain).
Food allergies/sensitivities.
Hypothyroidism.

Celiac disease.

Hirschsprung's disease (rare).

Lifestyle Factors:

Lack of physical activity.
Irregular routine.
Toilet training pressure.

Weather changes (winter dehydration).
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3.5 COMPLETE CONSTIPATION TREATMENT PROTOCOL
Phase 1: Inmediate Relief (Days 1-3)

Hydration Boost &)

|

Increase water to age-appropriate levels:

1-3 Years:

4 -5 Glasses
(9200-1300ml)

Indian Additions

= Warm Water in the Morning
Stimulates Bowel

R = | e
- Jeera Water &
(Cumin Water)

= Ajwain Water
(Carom Water)

3-5 Years:
5-6 Glasses _
(1300-1700ml)

« Fresh Fruit Juice
(Not Packaged)

Step 1 - Hydration Boost

e Increase water to age-appropriate levels:
o 1-3 years: 4-5 glasses (900-1300ml).
o 3-5years: 5-6 glasses (1300-1700ml).

» Indian additions:
o Warm water first thing in morning (stimulates bowel).
o Jeera (cumin) water.
o Ajwain (carom) water.
o Coconut water.

o Fresh fruit juice (not packaged).
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Step 2 - High-Fiber Foods (Indian Context)

- Oats Upma - Ragl Porrldge - Whole Wheat Paratha

Lunch & Dinner

- Brown Ric — Dal with Veggies — Whole Wheat Roti

Healthy Snacks

— Carrot, Cucumber, Beetroot = bates, Raisins & Prunes
— Soaked Overnight —

2 Target° 14—209 Flb;r 6ally f;r %oadlérs * _ i’;

o Breakfast: Oats upma, ragi porridge, whole wheat paratha.

e Lunch/Dinner: Brown rice, whole wheat roti, dal with fiber.

o Snacks:
o Fresh fruits (apple with skin, pear, papaya, guava, banana).
o Vegetables (carrot, cucumber, beetroot).

o Roasted chana.

Freedom from Diapers - Training by Shrreya Shah https://mydvija.com/




Freedom from Diapers - Training Guide Book

o Dates, raisins, prunes (soaked overnight).

o Target: 14-209 fiber daily for toddlers.

Step 3 - Natural Laxatives (Ayurvedic)

Natural Laxatives (Safe Use)

Isabgol ("-2tsp)

Triphala (doctor guided)

H Soaked raisins D\J’

Stomach pain

.} Papaya / prunejuice §

. Isabgol (Psyllium husk): % tsp in warm milk at bedtime.

. Triphala: Consult Ayurvedic practitioner for dosage.

. Soaked raisins: 5-6 raisins soaked overnight, eat in morning.
o Prune juice: 60-120ml daily.

« Papaya: Enzyme-rich, natural softener.

o Ghee: 1 tsp in warm milk (lubricates intestines).

Freedom from Diapers - Training by Shrreya Shah https://mydvija.com/




Freedom from Diapers - Training Guide Book

Step 4 - Abdominal Massage (Ancient Indian Practice)

Massage & Movement

g\ (\) ‘Z # Clockwise tummy massage

A, Warm compress

%%D 3% Cycling legs

Pavanamuktasana

60 min

_ active play

.

4

v

-

{

Technique:

N

. Warm coconut or sesame oil.

2. Clockwise circular motion around navel.

3. Follow intestine path: right hip — up — across — left hip — down.
4. Gentle pressure, 5-10 minutes.

5. Do 2x daily (morning + evening).

6. Follow with warm compress.

Benefits: Stimulates peristalsis, relaxes gut muscles, bonding time.

Step 5 - Movement & Exercise
e Cycling legs (for infants).
e Squatting play.
e Running, jumping (for toddlers).
« Yoga: Pavanamuktasana (wind-relieving pose).

o Target: 60 minutes active play daily.

Freedom from Diapers - Training by Shrreya Shah https://mydvija.com/




Freedom from Diapers - Training Guide Book

Phase 2: Medical Intervention (If No Relief in 3-4 Days)

Consult Pediatrician For:

Glycerin suppositories (fastest relief, safe).
Polyethylene glycol (PEG/Miralax) - osmotic laxative.
Lactulose syrup.

Never give adult laxatives

Dosage: Only as prescribed by doctor

Phase 3: Long-Term Prevention (Weeks 2+)

Dietary Habits:

Maintain high fiber intake permanently.
Reduce refined carbs (maida, white rice).
Healthy fats daily (ghee, coconut, nuts).

Probiotics: Dahi, buttermilk, fermented foods.

Limit constipating foods: Banana (raw), cheese, processed foods.

Routine Building:

Post-meal potty sitting (utilize gastrocolic reflex).

Consistent timing (morning after waking, after breakfast).

No rushing or pressure.

Comfortable environment.

Emotional Safety:

Never punish for withholding.
Praise effort, not just success.
Address fears directly.

Read books about poop (normalize topic).

Physical Setup:

Proper potty posture.
Foot support essential (relaxes puborectalis muscle).

Privacy and calm atmosphere.
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3.6 The Gastrocolic Reflex (Your Secret Weapon)

What It Is: When food enters stomach — colon contracts — urge to poop within 15-
30 minutes.

How to Use lIt:
1. Offer potty sitting 15-20 minutes after meals.
2. Most active after breakfast (strongest reflex of day).
3. Make it routine, not forced.
4. Child just sits, no pressure to produce.
5. 5-10 minutes maximum.
Why It Works:
« Biological timing (body ready).
o Becomes predictable habit.
o Reduces random accidents.
e Builds body awareness.

Indian Wisdom: Traditional Ayurveda has always recommended morning elimination
after warm water and breakfast—modern science now confirms this ancient practice.

3.7 GUT MICROBIOME & TOILET TRAINING CONNECTION

The Hidden Factor:
Your child's gut contains 100 trillion bacteria that directly influence:

e Digestion speed.
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» Stool consistency.
e Gut-brain communication.
¢ |Immune function.

e Mood and anxiety levels.

Research shows: Children with diverse, healthy gut microbiomes have:
« Easier toilet training.
e Less constipation.
o Fewer accidents.

« Better emotional regulation.

Building Healthy Gut Microbiome (Indian Approach)

RS ; T

Foods (Indian Superfoods)

Pfobio_’t—ic’

aas = Kanji

3 (Buttermilk) L (BlackCarot Drink) S
 After Lunch

bd

A "";:‘ g
Dhokla

Fermented Chickpea

i Traditional Pickles (Achﬁaf} 5
 Fermented Rice / Lentil ' Naturally Fermented 3
6 -~ - \ Ee P T < 2 ¥

Probiotic Foods (Fermented - Indian Superfoods):
« Dahi (Curd/Yogurt): Daily, homemade best.
e Chaas (Buttermilk): After lunch (aids digestion).
« Kanji (Fermented drink): Black carrot fermented drink.
« Idli/Dosa batter: Fermented rice/lentil.
o Dhokla: Fermented chickpea.

« Pickles (Achaar): Traditionally fermented (not vinegar-based).
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Prebiotic Foods (Feed Good Bacteria):
o Bananas (ripe).
o Oats.
e Garlic, onions (cooked for toddlers).
e Whole wheat.
e Chickpeas, lentils.
Avoid:
o Excessive antibiotics (use only when medically necessary).
e Overuse of hand sanitizers (kills all bacteria).
e Ultra-processed foods.
« Artificial sweeteners.
Ayurvedic Support:
« Agni (Digestive Fire) Boosters:
o Ginger (adrak).
o Cumin (jeera).
o Coriander (dhaniya).
o Fennel (saunf).

o Add to regular cooking, make into teas

3.8 DIARRHEA -- WHEN TO WORRY
Acute Diarrhea (Sudden Onset):
Common Causes:
e Viral gastroenteritis (stomach flu).
e Food poisoning.
o Antibiotic use.
o Food allergies.
Home Management:
e Priority #1: Prevent dehydration.
e ORS (Oral Rehydration Solution): Frequent small sips.
e Continue breastfeeding.
o BRAT diet: Banana, Rice, Applesauce (stewed apple), Toast

« Indian additions: Rice kanji, moong dal khichdi, curd rice.
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& Emergency Doctor Visit If:
o Blood in diarrhea.
o High fever (>102°F / 39°C).
« Signs of dehydration:
o No tears when crying.
o Dry mouth, no saliva.
o No urination for 6-8 hours.
o Sunken eyes.
o Lethargy, extreme weakness.
o Diarrhea lasting >3 days.
e Severe abdominal pain.
e Child under 6 months old.
Chronic Diarrhea (Ongoing):
« May indicate food intolerance (lactose, gluten).
o Parasitic infection.
e Inflammatory bowel disease (rare in young children).
o Requires medical evaluation.

3.9 FIBER GUIDE FOR INDIAN CHILDREN

-ar. FIBER GUIDE FOR INDIAN CHILDREN
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Daily Fiber Requirements:

e 1-3 years: 14-19 grams.

e 4-8 years: 20-25 grams.
High-Fiber Indian Foods (Grams per serving):
Breakfast Options:

e Oats (1/2 cup): 44.

e Whole wheat paratha (1): 3-4g.

« Ragi porridge (1 cup): 3-4g.

o Poha with vegetables (1 cup): 2-3g.
Lunch/Dinner:

e Brown rice (1 cup): 3.5g.

« Whole wheat roti (1): 2-3g.

« Dal (1/2 cup): 6-8g.

o Mixed vegetable sabzi (1 cup): 3-5g.

e Rajma (1/2 cup): 7g.

Fruits:

e Apple with skin (1 medium): 4g.

e Pear (1 medium): 5g.

o Papaya (1 cup): 2.5¢.

e Guava (1 medium): 5g.

e Banana (1): 3g.

Snacks:

o Roasted chana (1/4 cup): 6g.

o Dates (3): 2g.

e Raisins (small box): 1g.

e Carrot (1 medium): 2g.

Smart Swaps:

¢ White rice — Brown rice.

e Maida paratha — Whole wheat + vegetable paratha.

+ Biscuits — Roasted chana or fruits.
e Store-bought juice — Whole fruits.

o White bread — Whole grain bread.
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SECTION 4: Toilet Training Methods & Practical Strategies

s.s) Tloilet Training Methods &
AF— .. Practical Strategies

| TPRPY Y. P S 2. Scheduled Toilet Time B 3. Reward System _

L s

. eRym” =/
Let your child set the pace Regular bathroom breaks Use stickers & small rewards
Teach Proper Hygiene Accidents Happen -
—~— 5
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Potty, Training Seat, & Easy Clothing Recognize cues your child is ready . Wipe, Flush, & Wash Hands Stay Calm, No Punishment
Encourage & Praise JEB Night Training Tips & Be Patient & Consistent _

e@- Be Positive Practice & Time
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4.1 TOILET TRAINING REGRESSION

Regression (returning to accidents after being trained) affects up to 80% of children
and is a normal part of development. Understanding the cause is key to responding
effectively.

Common Triggers:
Physical:

o Constipation, UTI, illness, developmental leaps (new sibling, school changes,
etc.)

Emotional:
e Stress or anxiety.
e Big changes.
o Feeling powerless.

e Seeking attention.

Response Protocol:
Step 1: Stay Calm (Most Important)
e Your stress worsens regression.
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e Child isn't "misbehaving".

» Biological/emotional response, not choice.

Step 2: Identify Trigger
o What changed recently?
e Any new stressors?
o Physical issues (check stool, urination comfort)?

¢ Emotional needs unmet?

Step 3: Address Root Cause
e Medical issues: Treat constipation, UTI.
« Emotional: Increase connection time, address fears.
o Environmental: Provide extra stability.

e Don't just push toilet training harder.

Step 4: Temporary Adjustments
e Return to more frequent prompts.
e Reduce expectations temporarily.
o Consider training pants for brief period (1-2 weeks max).

e Avoid returning to diapers unless severe regression.

Step 5: Rebuild Gradually
e Once trigger resolved, gently resume.
e Don't reference regression ("You were doing so good").

e Fresh start mentality.

4.2 SPECIAL SCENARIOS
Working Parents:
Strategies:
e Start training during long weekend.
« Coordinate with daycare/caregiver.
« Provide written instructions for consistency.

¢ Phone check-ins.
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« Intensive weekend training, weekday maintenance.
o Accept slower progress (okay!).
Caregiver Coordination:
e Share this course or summary.
e Same language, same methods.
o Daily communication about progress.

« Patience with accidents.

Joint Family Considerations:
Common Challenges:
o Multiple caregivers with different approaches.
« Unsolicited advice.
e Pressure from elders.
e Privacy concerns.
Solutions:
o Family meeting before starting.
o Explain method, request consistency.
e Assign primary trainer (ideally one parent).
o Polite scripts:
o "We're following pediatrician advice".
"Every child has their own timeline".

o "We appreciate your support with our approach”.

Private training space if possible.

Multilingual Households:
Approach:
e Choose ONE primary word for pee/poop across languages
e Example: "Soo-s00" in Hindi, same word when speaking English
« Consistency > language purity
o All caregivers use same terms

e Child learns context, not confused by language
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SECTION 5: TOILET INDEPENDENCE & NIGHTTIME
DRYNESS (3-5+ YEARS)
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& Stickers
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+ Building Confidence & Independence! .

5.1 DAYTIME INDEPENDENCE BUILDING
After Initial Training Success:

Most children achieve basic daytime control by 3-3.5 years, but full independence
(self-initiating, wiping, handwashing) takes longer.

Skills to Develop (Progressive Stages):

Stage 1: Awareness & Communication (3-3.5 years)
e Recognizes need.
e Tells parent/caregiver.
o Walks to bathroom with prompting.

o Parent assists with clothing, cleaning.
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Stage 2: Partial Independence (3.5-4 years)
o Self-initiates bathroom trips (sometimes).
e Pulls pants down/up independently.
o Sits correctly.
o Attempts wiping (needs help).

¢ Washes hands with reminder.

Stage 3: Full Independence (4-5+ years)
e Recognizes urge early enough.
e Goes to bathroom without prompting.
e Manages clothing completely.
o Wipes effectively (front-to-back for girls).
e Flushes.
o Washes hands thoroughly without reminder.
o Can use different toilet types.

Timeline Reality: Full independence typically 4.5-5.5 years. Some children earlier,
some later—both normal.

Teaching Wiping Skills
For Girls (Critical—UTI Prevention):
Technique:
1. Always front-to-back (urethra — anus direction).
2. Never back-to-front (spreads bacteria).
3. Fold toilet paper (not crumple).
4. Gentle dabbing, not rubbing.
5. Check paper—repeat until clean.
6. Fresh paper each wipe.
Practice Method:
« Demonstrate on doll first.
e Guide hand initially.
e Supervise and check work.

e Gradually release responsibility.
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o Full independence usually by 5 years.

Constipation Connection: If child has hard stools, wiping is painful — avoidance —
inadequate cleaning — infections. Address constipation first.

For Boys:
Technique:
1. Shake after urination (teach by 4 years).
2. Wipe after bowel movements (back-to-front okay for boys).
3. Fold toilet paper.
4. Check for cleanliness.
Teaching Aiming:
o Target practice games (float paper in toilet).
« Sitinitially, stand later (4-5 years).
e Push penis downward before sitting (prevents spraying).

o Clean up any misses (natural consequence).

Handwashing Protocol (Non-Negotiable)
Proper Technique:
1. Wet hands with clean water.
2. Apply soap.
3. Lather for 20 seconds minimum.
o Sing "Happy Birthday" twice (timing method).
o Include: palms, backs, between fingers, under nails, wrists.
4. Rinse thoroughly.
5. Dry with clean towel.
Making It Happen:
e Step stool at sink (accessibility).
e Child-height soap dispenser.
e Visual chart on wall.
o Make it routine, not optional.

o Model consistently.
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Why It Matters:

¢ Prevents UTls.

o Reduces gastroenteritis.

« Builds lifelong hygiene habits.

5.2 NIGHTTIME DRYNESS — THE BIOLOGICAL TIMELINE

Critical Understanding: Nighttime control is NOT trainable. It develops when
biology is ready.

The Science of Nighttime Dryness

What Must Develop:

1. ADH Hormone (Anti-Diuretic Hormone/Vasopressin)

o

o

o

o

o

Released during sleep.

Concentrates urine (less production overnight).

Develops: 4-7 years (sometimes later).

Genetic component (if parents were late, child may be too).

Cannot be rushed through training

2. Bladder Capacity

o

o

o

Must hold 8-12 hours of urine.
Increases gradually with age.

Full capacity: 5-7 years.

3. Sleep-Arousal Mechanism

o

o

o

Brain must wake child when bladder full.
Deep sleepers take longer to develop this.

REM sleep vs. deep sleep factors.

4. Nerve Pathway Maturation

o

o

o

Bladder signal — Brain — Wake up.
Complete myelination needed.

Developmental process, not learning.

Normal Nighttime Dryness Timeline

Statistics (Reassuring Reality):
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e Age 3: ~60% dry at night.

e Age 4: ~75% dry at night.

e Age 5: ~80-85% dry at night.

e Age 6: ~90% dry at night.

e Age 7: ~95% dry at night.

e Age 8-10: 5-10% still have occasional bedwetting.
Medical Definition:

o Bedwetting before age 5: Developmentally normal.

o Bedwetting age 5-7: Common, usually resolves.

« Bedwetting after age 7: Consider medical evaluation (but still often just
delayed maturation)

Types of Bedwetting
Primary Nocturnal Enuresis:
e Never achieved nighttime dryness.
e Most common type (75% of cases).
e Usually just delayed maturation.
e Strong genetic link.
Secondary Nocturnal Enuresis:
e Was dry for 6+ months, then started wetting again.
e Requires investigation:
o Emotional stress (divorce, new sibling, school issues).
o Medical issues (UTI, diabetes, constipation).
o Sleep disorders.

o Sexual abuse (rare but consider).

5.3 MANAGING BEDWETTING — WHAT PARENTS CAN DO
What Doesn't Work (Save Your Energy):

X Waking child multiple times at night (disrupts sleep, doesn't teach)
X Restricting fluids severely (causes dehydration, concentrated urine)

X Punishment or shaming (worsens problem through stress)
X Making child do laundry as punishment (creates shame)
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X Pull-ups as "punishment" (confuses child)
X Bedwetting alarms before age 6-7 (too early, often ineffective)

What Does Help:
Practical Strategies:

Evening Routine:
. Normal fluid intake throughout day.
. Reduce fluids 1-2 hours before bed (not eliminate).

. Avoid bladder irritants at dinner:
o Citrus.
o Tomatoes.
o Carbonated drinks.
o Caffeine (chocolate, tea).

o Artificial sweeteners.

. Double-void before bed:
o Potty at start of bedtime routine.

o Potty again right before sleep.

Bed Protection (Reduce Stress):
o Waterproof mattress cover (essential investment).
e Washable waterproof pads on top of sheet.
o Two sets of sheets layered (quick change method).
o Easy-access clean sheets in child's room.
o Night diaper/pull-up with zero shame.
Morning Response:
e Check for dryness calmly.
e If dry: Simple acknowledgment "You're dry today".
o If wet: "Your body is still learning. Let's change sheets."
« Child helps with changing (natural consequence, not punishment).
o Never:
o Express disappointment.

o Compare to siblings.
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o Discuss with others in child's presence.
o Make it a big deal.
Constipation Check:
e Chronic constipation — bladder pressure — nighttime wetting.
o Full bowel takes up bladder space.

o Treat constipation first.

Medical Interventions (Ages 7+, If Needed)
When to Consult Doctor:

o Age 7+ with frequent bedwetting (>2x/week).

e Secondary enuresis (was dry, now wetting).

o Daytime wetting after age 5.

e Pain, burning during urination.

o Excessive thirst (diabetes screening).

e Snoring, sleep apnea symptoms.

o Behavioral changes, emotional distress.
Medical Evaluations:

e Urinalysis (rule out UTI, diabetes).

o Ultrasound (bladder capacity, kidney function).

e Physical exam (constipation, anatomical issues).
Treatment Options (Doctor-Prescribed):
Bedwetting Alarm (Age 7+):

e Moisture sensor triggers alarm.

« Conditions brain to wake.

e 60-70% success rate.

e Requires 3-6 months commitment.

e Child must be motivated.

e Family must support (everyone wakes up).
Desmopressin (DDAVP):

e Synthetic ADH hormone.

e Reduces nighttime urine production.

o For sleepovers, camps (temporary solution).
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Does not "cure," just manages temporarily.

Prescription only.

Anticholinergic Medications:

Increase bladder capacity.
Rarely used (side effects).

Last resort option.

Ayurvedic Support for Bedwetting

Vata Imbalance Perspective:

Excess Vata — weak bladder control.

Nervous system over-activity.

Remedies:

Ashwagandha: Calms nervous system (consult Ayurvedic doctor for child
dosage).

Warm milk with nutmeg: Small pinch before bed.
Brahmi: Supports bladder control.
Abhyanga (oil massage): Calming bedtime routine, sesame oil on feet.

Avoid cold foods/drinks in evening.

Kapha Approach:

Reduce heavy, cold dinner.
Light, warm foods.

Early dinner (2-3 hours before bed).

Constitutional Assessment: Consult qualified Ayurvedic practitioner for
personalized approach.
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SECTION 6: SEASONAL & ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS
Weather's Impact on Elimination
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Adjust Diet & Hydration for Healthy Eliminationr

6.1 SUMMER CHALLENGES (March-June in India)
Common Issues:
e Dehydration — concentrated urine — burning sensation.
e More frequent urination (if well-hydrated).
e Loose stools from heat.
o Diaper rash increases.

« lIrritability affecting training.

Solutions:
Hydration Protocol:
e Increase water intake 30-50%.
o Visible signs of adequate hydration:
e Pale yellow urine.

e Urination every 2-3 hours.
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e Moist lips.

e Energy levels normal.

e Plain water (primary).

e Coconut water.

e Buttermilk (chaas).

e Fresh fruit juices (diluted).

e Water-rich fruits (watermelon, cucumber, muskmelon).

Cooling Foods (Ayurveda):
e Curdrice.
o Coconut-based dishes.
e Cucumber raita.
e Light khichdi.

e Avoid: Excessive spicy, fried, heating foods.

Training Advantages in Summer:

o Less clothing (easier access).

o Faster drying if accidents.

o Outdoor naked time possible (private spaces).

e Warmer bathrooms (child comfort).
Diaper-Free Time:

e Increase to 2-3 hours daily.

e Morning or evening (avoid peak heat).

e Shaded outdoor areas ideal.

6.2 MONSOON CHALLENGES (June-September)
Common Issues:
e Increased infections (bacterial, viral).
e Humid conditions — slow drying — skin issues.
e Muddy, wet conditions = more accidents.
o Reduced outdoor time = less physical activity.

o Digestive issues from seasonal illnesses.
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Solutions:
Hygiene Extra-Vigilance:
e Thorough handwashing (germs spread easily).
o Clean potty seat daily with disinfectant.
e Dry child completely after bathroom.
o Antifungal powder if prone to rashes.
o Change wet clothes immediately.
Digestive Support:
« Boiled, warm water only.
« Avoid raw salads (infection risk).
e Ginger-based soups.
e Turmeric in cooking (immunity).
o Probiotics: Dahi, buttermilk.
Practical Adjustments:
o Keep multiple spare clothes handy.

o Plastic bags for wet clothes when out.

« Training pants acceptable temporarily (drying challenges).

e Indoor physical activities (maintain gut motility).
Infection Prevention:
o Teach proper wiping even more carefully.
e Girls: Extra emphasis on front-to-back.
e Watch for UTI signs:
o Frequent, small urinations.
o Burning sensation.
o Foul-smelling urine.
o Fever.
o Tummy pain.

e Immediate doctor visit if suspected.

6.3 WINTER CHALLENGES (November-February)
Common Issues:

e Constipation (most common winter problem).
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o Reduced fluid intake (don't feel thirsty).
o Cold bathrooms — resistance.
e More layers — difficulty managing clothing.

e Dry skin, chapped bottom.

Solutions:
Constipation Prevention:
« Warm water: Room temperature minimum, warm preferred.
e« Warm foods:
e Soups.
e Khichdi.
e  Warm milk.
e Oats porridge.
e Oil consumption:
¢ Ghee in food.
e Sesame oil (warming).
e Fiber: Continue high-fiber diet.
e« Movement: Outdoor play in afternoon sun.
o« Abdominal massage: Warm oil, daily.
Bathroom Comfort:
o Portable heater (if safe).
o Warm toilet seat cover.
o Ensure room is warm before child enters.
e Quick bathroom trips (not prolonged sitting in cold).
Clothing Strategy:
e [Easy-remove pants (elastic waist).
e Avoid overalls, belts (difficult in urgency).
o Layers that pull down easily.

e Dress in warmer bathroom if possible.

Skin Protection:

e Coconut oil or ghee on bottom (after drying).
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e Petroleum jelly for chapped skin.

e Avoid harsh soaps (drying effect).

6.4 AYURVEDIC SEASONAL ROUTINE (RITUCHARYA)
Tailoring Training to Seasons:
Vasant (Spring - Feb-April):
« Kapha season — focus on routine, movement.
o Best time to start training (moderate weather).
e Increase physical activity.
o Light, warming foods.
Grishma (Summer - April-June):
o Pitta season — cooling approaches.
« Training can continue (advantages listed above).
o Hydration priority.
e Cooling foods essential.
Varsha (Monsoon - June-Sept):
o Vata-Pitta season — maintain stability.
o Caution with infections.
e Warm, easy-to-digest foods.
o Extra hygiene focus.
Sharad (Autumn - Sept-Nov):
» Pitta transition — balance needed.
e Good training period.
e Moderate foods.
o Establish routines.
Hemant (Early Winter - Nov-Jan):
o Vata season — warming approaches.
e Training possible with adjustments.
« Constipation vigilance.
o Warm environment essential.
Shishir (Late Winter - Jan-Feb):

e Kapha season — maintain routine.
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o Continue constipation prevention.

o Building toward spring transition.

SECTION 7: WARNING SIGNS & WHEN TO SEEK HELP

Medical Red Flags Parents Must Know

. WARNING SIGNS 1 ,
» & WHEN TO SEEK HELP . -

Medical Red Flags Parents Must Know

Painful Urination Blood in Severe Pain
Urine/Stool or Distention

Vomiting
Weight L

« See a Pediatrician for Diagnosis & Treatment/

7.1 EMERGENCY SITUATIONS (Immediate Doctor Visit)
Call Doctor or Visit ER if:
& Blood in Stool:

o Bright red or dark black.

e Large amounts (not just tiny streak from fissure).

e Accompanied by severe pain.

o With fever.
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& Severe Constipation:
o No bowel movement for 5+ days.
e Severe abdominal pain.
e Vomiting.
« Bloated, hard abdomen.
o Child refuses to eat.
& Signs of Dehydration:

e No urination for 8+ hours.

No tears when crying.
e Sunken eyes.
o Extreme lethargy.
e Dry mouth, no saliva.
e Sunken fontanelle (babies).
& Urinary Issues:
o Blood in urine
e Severe pain during urination (screaming)
e Inability to urinate
e Fever with urinary symptoms
& Neurological Concerns:
e Sudden loss of bladder/bowel control (was previously controlled)
e Leg weakness or numbness
e Loss of sensation in genital/bottom area

e Severe back pain in young child

7.2 NON-EMERGENCY BUT NEEDS DOCTOR VISIT (Within 1-3 Days)
Consult Paediatrician for:
Constipation-Related:

e Chronic constipation (>3 weeks).

« Recurrent fissures.

« Child holding stool persistently.

o Pain with every bowel movement.
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« Constipation not improving with diet changes.
Urinary Issues:

e Frequent UTls (>2 per year).

o Daytime wetting after age 5.

e Pain or burning with urination.

e Foul-smelling urine persistently.

o Excessive urination (diabetes concern).
Toileting Behaviour:

o Extreme fear of toilet (phobia level).

o Deliberately withholding for days.

e Smearing faeces.

e No progress after 6 months of appropriate training.

o Regression lasting >4 weeks without clear cause.
Physical Concerns:

e Abnormal stool color (white, black, persistent green).

e Chronic diarrhea (>2 weeks).

o Weight loss.

e Blood in underwear (not from known fissure).

e Lump or mass in abdomen.

7.3 URINARY TRACT INFECTIONS (UTlIs)
More Common in Girls (Due to Shorter Urethra)
Symptoms:

e Frequent urge to urinate.

e Small amounts each time.

e Burning or pain.

e Foul-smelling urine.

e Cloudy or bloody urine.

o Fever.

o Lower abdominal pain.

e Unexplained crying in babies.
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Prevention:
« Proper wiping (front-to-back for girls).
e Regular bathroom breaks (don't hold too long).
e Adequate hydration.
e Cotton underwear (breathable).
e Avoid bubble baths (can irritate urethra).
o Complete bladder emptying.
Treatment:
o Doctor visit for diagnosis (urinalysis).
e Antibiotics as prescribed.
e Increase fluids.
o Cranberry juice (unsweetened) as adjunct.
o Complete full course of antibiotics (don't stop when symptoms improve).
Recurrent UTls:
e May need urological evaluation.
o Possible anatomical issues.
o \Vesicoureteral reflux (VUR) screening.

e Prophylactic antibiotics sometimes needed.

7.4 ANAL FISSURES
What It Is:
e Small tear in anal lining.
o Caused by passing hard stool.
e Creates pain — child holds stool — worsens constipation.
Symptoms:
e Bright red blood on stool surface or toilet paper.
e Child screams or cries during bowel movement.
o Refuses to sit on potty.
o Visible crack in anal area.
Treatment Immediate:
« Soften stool.

e Sitz baths: Warm water, 10-15 minutes, 2-3x daily.
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o Petroleum jelly or zinc oxide before bowel movements (lubrication).

« Pain management (acetaminophen if severe).
Healing Phase:

o Continue high-fiber diet permanently.

» Stool softeners as needed.

e Avoid straining.

o Complete healing: 2-6 weeks typically.
Doctor Visit If:

o Not healing after 2 weeks.

o Excessive bleeding.

e Multiple or deep fissures.

o Extreme pain.

e Child completely refuses to poop.

7.5 ENCOPRESIS (Stool Withholding & Soiling)
What It Is:
e Chronic constipation leads to impacted stool.
o Liquid stool leaks around impaction.
o Appears like diarrhea but actually severe constipation.
e More common in boys.
Symptoms:
e Frequent small "accidents" (liquid stool in underwear).
e Large, hard bowel movements periodically.
e Child may not feel urge anymore (rectum stretched).
e Abdominal pain.
e Loss of appetite.
e Behavioral issues from shame/discomfort.
Causes:
o Started from painful bowel movement — fear — withholding — cycle.
o Toilet training pressure.

« Emotional stress.
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Treatment (Requires Medical Supervision):
Phase 1: Clean-Out

 Remove impacted stool (laxatives, enemas—doctor guided only).

o Can take several days.

e Must be complete before maintenance.
Phase 2: Maintenance (Months-Long)

o Daily stool softeners (keep stool soft).

« Scheduled toilet sits (gastrocolic reflex timing).

o Dietary changes.

e No punishment, lots of patience.
Phase 3: Monitoring

e Gradual reduction of medications.

o Continued dietary support.

o Behavioral therapy if needed.
Emotional Support Essential:

o Child feels ashamed and out of control.

e Therapy may be beneficial.

» Parent education critical.

« School notification/accommodation.
Prevention:

o Treat constipation early and aggressively.

e Never force or punish during toilet training.

e Watch for withholding behaviors.
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7.6 DEVELOPMENTAL & BEHAVIORAL CONCERNS

Deve|opmenta| & Behaviora/
Concerns —

Attention Problems

48p” Delayed Behavior Anxlety ===y; Academic
Milestones e Problems .& Mood Swings Struggles

When to Seek Evaluation:
Developmental Delays:
« No awareness of elimination by age 3.
e Cannot follow simple instructions by age 3.
« Significant motor delays (cannot sit, walk well).
e Speech delays (cannot communicate needs).
Behavioural/Emotional:
o Extreme resistance despite appropriate methods.
o Deliberate inappropriate elimination (e.g., in closets, repeatedly).
e Smearing feces after age 2.5.
e No response to positive reinforcement.
e Signs of trauma or abuse.
Autism Spectrum Considerations:
e Sensory issues may complicate training.
« Need for routine even more critical.
e Visual supports helpful.
e May need specialized approach.

e Later training timeline often normal.
Freedom from Diapers - Training by Shrreya Shah https://mydvija.com/




Freedom from Diapers - Training Guide Book

ADHD Considerations:

 Difficulty recognizing body signals.

o Impulsivity (accidents despite knowing).

o Easily distracted on toilet.

o Need for more structure and reminders.
Specialist Referrals:

o Developmental pediatrician.

o Pediatric urologist.

« Pediatric gastroenterologist.

o Child psychologist.

e Occupational therapist (sensory issues).

SECTION 8: EMOTIONAL SAFETY & PARENTING APPROACH

- EMOTIONAL SAFETY © .~
PARENTING APPROACH -4

- Raising Confident, Secure & Resilient Children -

W, o 5
3. FEELINGS ARE WELCOME

QA=
=P~

4. CONSISTENT & CALM RESPONSES

= Regulate First « Guide Gently -Build Independence - Respect * Pre * Quality Time

# POSITIVE DISCIPLINE (with Respect & Boundaries) #

®© O & O O

Set Limits Use Positive Words  Offer Solutions  Natural Consequences End with
"Gentle but firm" “Let's try..." "What can we do?" « Logical « Related” Connection
“l love you" @

@ Connection First « Safety Always « Love Guides Everything

The emotional environment during toilet training is as important as any practical
technique. Children learn best when they feel safe, respected, and free from shame
or pressure.

8.1 WHY EMOTIONAL SAFETY COMES FIRST

The limbic system (emotional brain) directly controls the sphincter muscles. Anxiety,
fear, and shame cause physical tightening. A child who is pressured, punished, or
shamed during training is neurologically less able to relax and release — not
unwilling, but physiologically impaired.
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8.2 WHAT EMOTIONAL SAFETY LOOKS LIKE

e No punishment, shaming, or disappointment expressed around accidents.

o Child feels in control — choices offered wherever possible (“Do you want to

try now or after this song?”).

o Accidents treated matter-of-factly: “Your body is still learning. Let’s get you

changed.”

o Praise effort and attempts, not just successful outcomes.

o Never discuss the child’s progress negatively in front of them or others.

8.3 YOUR CALM IS THE FOUNDATION

Children co-regulate with caregivers. A parent’s stress, frustration, or urgency about
toilet training is felt immediately by the child and activates their stress response.
Before prompting a toilet trip, take a breath. Your regulated nervous system creates

the safety their nervous system needs to learn.

8.4 MANAGING FAMILY & SOCIAL PRESSURE

Indian joint families bring warmth and support — but also well-meaning pressure
around milestones. If family members are pushing earlier training or questioning your

approach, use these scripts:

o “We’re following our pediatrician’s guidance on timing.”

o “Every child has their own timeline — research shows forcing causes more

problems, not fewer.”

o “We appreciate your support — the most helpful thing right now is keeping the

atmosphere relaxed and positive.”

EMOTIONAL SAFETY & PARENTING
EMOTIONAL SAFETY <> -
The Foundation for Growth ~ @
“When children feel safe, =

they can explore, learn, =
and grow.” @

Unconditional
Acceptance

Love your child for who they are,
not for their behavior.

Validate Feelings
Acknowledge emotions without
rushing to fix or dismiss.

Be Their Safe Place
Stay calm and present,
especially during hard moments.

Build a strong relationship
before trying to change behavior.

Predictability &

Routines

Consistent rhythms help children
1

Repair & Reassure
After conflict, reconnect to
restore trust and safety.

KO Go ¢

Every child needs to feel safe, seen, and

=
Connection First ﬁ Use Gentle Boundaries

DEVELOPMENTAL &
BEHAVIORAL CONCERNS

APPROACH

PARENTING
APPROACH

Tools That Support
Development

Start with Understanding

e'g‘l.lj
D = Learn about your child’s unique

developmental needs.
- See behavior as communication.

— Co-Regulate Big Emotions

Help your child name and
manage feelings together.

Set Clear, Calm Limits
Offer structure with kindness
and consistency.

Balance empathy with reasonable
expectations.

Problem-Solve Together
= Collaborate on solutions.
- Encourage growing independence.

Celebrate Strengths
- Notice and nurture efforts
and progress.
= Build confidence and self-esteem.

supported.

QU Lead with connection, respond with compassion.
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SECTION 09: SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES & COMPLEX SCENARIOS
Beyond Typical Development

9.1 PREMATURE BABIES (ADJUSTED AGE)
Critical Understanding:
o Use corrected age, not birth age.
e If born 2 months early, at 24 months old = 22 months developmentally.
o All readiness signs based on corrected age.
o Timeline adjustments expected.
Additional Considerations:
e May have sensory sensitivities (NICU trauma).
» Muscle tone differences.
o Feeding/digestive issues more common.
o Medical complications may delay training.
Approach:
« No pressure from birth age expectations.

o Celebrate corrected age milestones.
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o Extra patience with sensory aspects.
o Medical team guidance.

e Trust child's unique timeline.

9.2 AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (ASD)
Common Challenges:
e Sensory sensitivities (toilet sounds, textures, smells).
« Difficulty with transitions.
e Communication barriers.
« Rigid thinking (hard to change routines).
e Interoception delays (body awareness).
o Executive function challenges.
Effective Strategies:
Visual Supports (Essential):
e Picture schedule (step-by-step bathroom routine).
e Visual timer (sitting time).
e Social stories (custom books about potty).
o Before/after photo boards.
o Reward charts with visual progress.
Sensory Accommodations:
« Noise-canceling headphones (if toilet flush scary).
o Preferred lighting.
o Familiar, soft toilet paper.
e Weighted lap pad for sitting.
o Fidget toy during sitting.
o Preferred temperature.
Routine & Predictability:
o Exact same sequence every time.
e Same bathroom, same potty.
e Same language/phrases.
e Visual cues (timer, schedule).

e Preparation for any changes.
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Communication Adaptations:
o AAC devices if non-verbal.
« Sign language.
e Picture exchange (PECS).
o Simple, concrete language.
o Extra processing time.
Extended Timeline:
o May take 6-12 months or longer.
e Regression common.
« Partial training acceptable (e.g., pee but not poop).
o Celebrate small wins.
Professional Support:
e Occupational therapist (sensory support).
o ABAtherapist (if already receiving).
o Developmental pediatrician.

e Special education resources.

.9.3 ADHD (ATTENTION DEFICIT HYPERACTIVITY DISORDER)
Common Challenges:

« Difficulty recognizing urge (inattention).

o Impulsivity (accidents despite knowing).

e Too engaged in activity to stop.

o Forgets steps in sequence.

o Fidgety on toilet (won't sit long enough).

Effective Strategies:

External Reminders:
e Timer system (vibrating watch/timer).
e Frequent prompts (every 60-90 min).
o Visual checklists.
o Alarms/alerts.

o Parent reminders without nagging tone.
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Engagement During Sitting:

Allow fidgets (not screens).
Books okay.

Singing together.
Conversation.

Short sitting times (3-5 min).

Impulse Management:

Practice stopping activities quickly (game: freeze dance).
"Potty first, then play" rule.
Visual schedule (potty — activity).

Positive reinforcement immediate.

Structure:

Consistent routine (after meals, before outings).
Clear expectations.
One-step instructions.

Physical prompts (hand on shoulder).

Medication Consideration:

If child already on ADHD medication, training may be easier.

Consult prescriber about timing.

9.4 SENSORY PROCESSING DISORDER

Sensory Sensitivities Affecting Toileting:

Tactile:

Dislikes feeling of toilet seat.
Hates wetness of accident.
Toilet paper texture aversive.

Sensitive to air on bare skin.

Auditory:

Toilet flush terrifying.
Bathroom echoes overwhelming.

Running water disturbing.
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Olfactory:

o Smell of bathroom overwhelming.

e Own elimination smell distressing.
Vestibular:

o Fear of falling in toilet.

o Instability on toilet.

e Squatting position difficult.
Interoceptive:

o Doesn't feel urge until very urgent.

o Can't distinguish hunger/fullness/elimination.

e Poor body awareness.
Solutions:
Occupational Therapy:

e Sensory integration therapy.

o Desensitization protocols.

o Body awareness building.

o Professional assessment.
Environmental Modifications:

o Padded toilet seat.

o Soft lighting.

o White noise machine.

e Gradual exposure.

o Preferred textures.

o Let child flush later (not immediately).
Gentle Approach:

o Extended timeline expected.

e Respect genuine distress (not manipulation).

« Slow desensitization.

e Celebrate tolerance increase.
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9.5 DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS
Global Developmental Delay:
o All milestones delayed proportionally.
o Toilet training will also be later.
« Follow developmental age, not chronological.
e Medical guidance essential.
Motor Delays:
« Difficulty with clothing management.
« Balance issues on toilet.
« Physical assistance needed longer.
o Adaptive equipment may help.
Cognitive Delays:
o Understanding takes longer.
e More repetition needed.
o Concrete, simple language.
e Visual supports crucial.
Language Delays:
o Communication of need difficult.
o Alternative communication methods.
e More parent observation needed.
« Sign language helpful.
Approach:
e No timeline pressure.
o Celebrate any progress.
o Adaptive equipment (specialized potties, handrails).

o Team approach (therapists, doctors, educators).

9.6 MEDICAL CONDITIONS
Chronic Constipation/Encopresis:
Medical management essential before training.

Cerebral Palsy:
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e Muscle tone challenges.

» Positioning crucial.

o Adaptive equipment needed.

o Physical therapy guidance.

o Extended timeline.

e May need long-term assistance.
Spina Bifida:

« Nerve involvement affects bladder/bowel control.

e Specialized medical management.

o Catheterization may be needed.

o Bowel program with medical team.

« Different goals than typical training.
Hirschsprung Disease:

o Congenital digestive disorder.

e Surgical treatment needed.

e Specialized bowel management.

e Medical team-led approach.
Diabetes (Type 1):

e Excessive urination (polyuria).

e Frequent accidents not behavioral.

o Blood sugar management priority.

o Adjust training expectations.

e Medical monitoring.
Urological Abnormalities:

e \esicoureteral reflux (VUR).

o Posterior urethral valves.

e Hypospadias.

e Require urologist guidance.

e May need surgical correction first.
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9.7 TRAUMA & ADVERSE EXPERIENCES
Types of Trauma Affecting Training:
e Physical abuse.
o Sexual abuse.
e Neglect.
e Medical trauma (hospitalizations, procedures).
o Adoption/foster care transitions.
« Witness to violence.
How Trauma Manifests:
o Extreme fear of bathroom.
o Regression after progress.
o Withholding.
o Age-inappropriate sexualized behavior.
« Hypervigilance.
o Dissociation.
Trauma-Informed Approach:
Safety First:
o Child controls pace completely.
« No force ever.
o Private bathroom time.
e Door can be open/closed as child prefers.
o Consistent, predictable routines.
o Trustworthy caregivers only.
Body Autonomy:
e Child's "no" always respected.
e Choices offered constantly.
e Explain before touching.
e Minimal physical assistance.
e Respect privacy needs.
Professional Support:
o Trauma therapist (play therapy, EMDR).

» Paediatrician awareness.
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« Child protective services if ongoing abuse.

o Foster/adoption support services.

Extended Timeline:
o May take years, not months.
o Regression expected with triggers.
o Small wins celebrated.

o Relationship repair priority over training.

9.8 ADOPTED CHILDREN
Unique Considerations:
e Unknown early experiences.
o Possible institutional care (delayed milestones).
e Trauma history.
o Attachment challenges.
e Previous training attempts/failures.
Approach:
e Prioritize attachment first (3-6 months).
o Assess developmental, not chronological age.
e No pressure from "other children their age".
e Regression normal during transition.
o Cultural sensitivity (different toileting norms).

o Patience and connection primary.

9.9 MULTILINGUAL & MULTICULTURAL HOUSEHOLDS
Language Consistency:
e Choose primary potty words across all languages.
« Example: "Soo-so00" whether speaking Hindi, English, or Punjabi.
o All caregivers use same terms.
e Child learns meaning through context.
Cultural Navigation:

o Different cultural norms (timing, methods).
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o Different family expectations.
e Squat vs. sit toilet preferences.
e Privacy norms vary.

Solution:
o Parents decide family approach.
¢ Respect multiple traditions.
e Integrate best practices.

o Communicate clearly with all caregivers.

SECTION 10: NUTRITION & GUT HEALTH DEEP DIVE

Food as Medicine for Healthy Elimination

10.1 THE INDIAN FIBER-RICH MEAL PLAN
Sample Daily Menu (Ages 2-5):
Breakfast Options:
Option 1: Fiber-Packed Oats
e Oats (1/2 cup) with milk.
o Topped with: banana slices, dates, almonds.
o Fiber: 6-7g.
Option 2: Vegetable Poha
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o Flattened rice with peas, carrots, beans.
o Side of curd.
o Fiber: 4-5g.
Option 3: Whole Wheat Paratha
o Stuffed with potato-peas or spinach.
e Curd on side.

o Fiber: 5-6g.

Option 4: Ragi Porridge
o Finger millet porridge with jaggery.
o Topped with raisins.

o Fiber: 4-5g.

Mid-Morning Snack:
o Fresh fruit (apple with skin, pear, guava, papaya).
e OR roasted chana (chickpeas).

o Water.

Lunch:

Base: Brown rice (1/2 cup) OR whole wheat roti (2).

Dal: Moong, masoor, or mixed dal (1/2 cup) = 6-8g fiber.

Sabzi: Mixed vegetables (carrot, beans, peas, cauliflower) = 3-5¢.
Side: Curd/raita = probiotics.

Fiber Total: 12-15g

Evening Snack:
e Sprouts (moong) chaat.
e OR cucumber/carrot sticks with hummus.
e OR whole grain biscuits (not maida).

o Fresh juice (diluted) or coconut water.
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Dinner (Light, 2-3 hours before bed):
Option 1: Khichdi
o Rice-dal mixture with vegetables.
e Ghee on top.
o Easy to digest, fiber-rich.
o Fiber: 5-6g.
Option 2: Vegetable Soup + Roti
e Mixed vegetable soup (thick).
e 1-2rotis.
o Fiber: 6-7g.
Option 3: Dosa/ldli
e Fermented (probiotic).
o Sambhar (lentil-vegetable).
e Coconut chutney.

o Fiber: 4-5¢.

Before Bed (Optional):
e Warm milk with pinch of nutmeg (Ayurvedic).
e 2-3 soaked almonds.
e Avoid heavy/oily foods.

Total Daily Fiber: 20-25g (Ideal for 3-5-year-old).

10.2 CONSTIPATION-FIGHTING SUPERFOODS (INDIAN)
Fruits:
1. Papaya - Enzyme papain aids digestion.
Prunes (Dried Plums) - Natural laxative, soak overnight.

. Pears - High fiber, sorbitol content.

. Figs (Anjeer) - Soaked overnight.

2.
3
4. Guava with seeds - Excellent fiber.
5
6. Kiwi - High fiber if available.

7

. Oranges - Fiber + Vitamin C.
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Vegetables:

1. Spinach (Palak) - High fiber, iron.
Beans (any type) - Excellent fiber.
Peas - Fiber + protein.

Carrots - Raw or cooked.

Beetroot - Fiber + natural laxative.

2 U T o

Bottle gourd (Lauki) - Easy digestion.
7. Pumpkin - Soft fiber.
Grains & Legumes:
1. Oats - Soluble fiber.
Brown rice - More fiber than white.
Whole wheat - Not refined maida.
Ragi (Finger millet) - Traditional superfood.
Jowar (Sorghum) - High fiber.

2 T i

Chickpeas - Protein + fiber.
7. All dals - Fiber + protein.
Indian Additions:
Flaxseeds (Alsi) - Grind and add to food (1 tsp daily).

—

Chia seeds - Soak in water (1 tsp daily).
Isabgol (Psyllium husk) - Powerful fiber supplement.

Soaked raisins - Natural remedy.

o &~ b

Dates - Natural sweetness + fiber.

10.3 FOODS TO REDUCE (CONSTIPATION CULPRITS)
Limit These:
X Refined Grains:
e Maida (white flour) products.
o White bread.
e Regular pasta.
« White rice (small amounts okay).
X Processed Foods:

o Packaged snacks (chips, namkeen).
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o Biscuits (glucose, Marie).

e Instant noodles.

o Fast food.
X Excessive Dairy (Without Fiber):

e Too much milk (>16 oz daily can constipate).

o Cheese in large amounts.

o Paneer without vegetables.

e Note: Dahi/curd usually fine (probiotics).
X Low-Fiber Snacks:

o Cookies, cakes.

o Candy.

o Fried foods (pakoras, samosas in excess).
X Binding Foods (In Excess):

« Raw banana (cooked banana better).

o White rice only diet.

e Too much potato.

10.4 PROBIOTICS & GUT HEALTH (INDIAN FERMENTED FOODS)
Why Probiotics Matter:
o Balance gut bacteria.
e Improve digestion.
e Boost immunity.
e Reduce constipation/diarrhea.
e Support gut-brain axis.
Indian Probiotic-Rich Foods:
1. Dahi (Curd/Yogurt)
o Homemade best.
o Daily consumption ideal.
o Add to meals or as snack.

o Make with organic milk if possible.
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2. Chaas (Buttermilk)
o After heavy meals.
o Cooling, digestive aid.

o Add cumin, salt, coriander.

o Fermented black carrot drink.
o Traditional probiotic.

o Make at home (recipe: carrots + mustard seeds + water, ferment 3-5
days).

4. Fermented Idli/Dosa Batter
o Traditional South Indian.
o Naturally probiotic.
o [Easy digestion.
5. Dhokla
o Fermented chickpealrice.
o Light, fluffy, digestible.
6. Pickles (Traditional Fermented)
o Not vinegar-based (not probiotic).
o Sun-dried, naturally fermented.
o Small amounts (high salt).
7. Kombucha (If accessible)
o Fermented tea.
o Growing availability in India.
Probiotic Supplements:
e Consult pediatrician.
o Useful after antibiotics.
e Choose child-appropriate strains.

e Brands available in India: Bifilac, Vizylac, etc.

10.5 HYDRATION GUIDE (INDIAN CLIMATE)
Water Requirements by Age:
e 1-3 years: 900-1300 ml (4-5 glasses).

Freedom from Diapers - Training by Shrreya Shah https://mydvija.com/




Freedom from Diapers - Training Guide Book

e 3-5years: 1300-1700 ml (5-7 glasses).
Signs of Adequate Hydration:

o Pale yellow urine.

e Urination every 2-3 hours.

Moist lips and mouth.

Tears when crying.

Elastic skin (doesn't stay pinched).
Signs of Dehydration:

o Dark yellow urine.

Infrequent urination (<3 times/day).

Dry lips, mouth.

No tears.

Lethargy.
e Sunken eyes.
Hydrating Beyond Water:
o Coconut water (excellent electrolytes).
o Buttermilk (chaas).
e Fresh fruit juices (diluted, not packaged).
o Dal ka pani (lentil water).
e Soups.

e Water-rich fruits (watermelon, cucumber).

o Carbonated drinks.
o [Excessive packaged juices (high sugar).
« Caffeinated beverages (tea, coffee).
o Energy drinks.
Seasonal Adjustments:
e Summer: Increase 30-50%.
e Winter: Warm water more appealing.

« Monsoon: Boiled/filtered water only.
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10.6 AYURVEDIC DIGESTIVE SUPPORT

Agni (Digestive Fire) Boosters:

Spices to Include:

1. Cumin (Jeera):

o

o

o

Jeera water (boil, cool, drink).
In cooking daily.

Improves digestion, reduces gas.

2. Fennel (Saunf):

o

o

o

After meals (chew few seeds).
Fennel tea.

Reduces bloating.

3. Ginger (Adrak):

o

o

o

Fresh ginger in cooking.
Ginger tea.

Stimulates digestion.

4. Ajwain (Carom Seeds):

o

o

o

In parathas.
Ajwain water for tummy aches.

Powerful digestive.

5. Coriander (Dhaniya):

o

o

o

Fresh cilantro.
Coriander seeds (tea).

Cooling, digestive.

6. Hing (Asafoetida):

o

o

o

Pinch in cooking.
Prevents gas.

Digestive aid.

Digestive Formulas (Consult Vaidya/Ayurvedic Doctor):

e Hingvastak Churna (for infants/toddlers).

e Avipattikar Churna (cooling for Pitta).

o Triphala (older children, mild laxative).
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Timing (Ayurvedic Principle):
o Agni strongest at noon — Largest meal at lunch.

o Breakfast moderate.

e Dinner light, early (2-3 hours before bed).

10.7 MEAL TIMING & GASTROCOLIC REFLEX
Optimal Schedule:
7:00 AM: Wake up.
7:15 AM: Warm water (1 glass).
7:30 AM: Potty sitting opportunity (after water).
8:00 AM: Breakfast.
8:30-9:00 AM: Post-breakfast potty sitting (strongest gastrocolic reflex).
10:30 AM: Mid-morning snack + water.
12:30 PM: Lunch (largest meal).
1:00-1:30 PM: Post-lunch potty opportunity.
3:30 PM: Evening snack.
6:30 PM: Dinner (light, early).
7:00 PM: Post-dinner potty opportunity.
8:30 PM: Bedtime routine, final potty.
Why This Works:
o Utilizes natural gastrocolic reflex.
o Consistent timing — body expects elimination.
e Early dinner — digestion before sleep.

e Morning warm water — stimulates bowels.

Section 11. FAQ - QUICK ANSWERS
Q: My child is 18 months. Should | start?

A: Most not ready until 24-30 months. Watch readiness signs, not age.
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Q: Why recommend later than age 2?

A: Children trained before readiness take 6-12 months longer with more
complications.

Q: Preschool requires training. What do | do?

A: Request accommodation or consider different school. Forcing creates problems.

Q: Should | use 3-day method?

A: Works IF child clearly ready. If not ready, creates stress. This course provides
flexible approach.

Q: Can | train pee but not poop?
A: Some achieve pee first, but continuing diapers for poop creates confusion.

Address constipation/fear instead.

Q: Child will only go in diaper, not potty.

A: Fear or constipation-related. Don't force—build trust.

Q: How long until no accidents?

A: Daytime: 2-6 months. Occasional until 4-5. Nighttime: years for many.

Q: Trained, now having accidents. Why?

A: Regression happens in 80%. Causes: stress, sibling, illness, constipation, leaps.

Q: 10+ accidents Day 1 normal?

A: Yes. 4-10 completely normal. It's how they learn.

Q: When dry at night?
A: Hormonal, not trainable. 60% by 3, 80% by 5, 95% by 7. Some later—all normal.

Q: Should | wake child at night?

A: Generally, no. Disrupts sleep, doesn't teach control. Exception: doctor-advised.

Q: Okay to keep night diapers while day-training?
A: YES! Absolutely. Separate processes.
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Q: Child hasn't pooped in 3 days. Constipation?

A: Depends on usual pattern and stool consistency. If soft and painless, may be
normal. If hard/painful, yes.

Q: Child holds poop. What do | do?

A: Serious—needs immediate attention. Soften stool, remove all pressure, consider
paediatrician.

Q: Can constipation cause accidents?

A: YES! Full bowel presses bladder. Treat constipation first.

Q: How handle public toilets?

A: Teach hovering/squatting, thorough handwashing, carry portable seat.

Q: Child afraid of toilet.

A: Start with potty chair, never force, gradual desensitization, assess readiness.

Q: Should | use rewards/stickers?

A: Can help but don't over-rely. Focus on internal pride.

Q: Can | train while working full-time?

A: Yes, expect slower progress. Start long weekend, coordinate caregiver.

Q: Autism—uwill training be different?

A: Yes, needs visual supports, sensory accommodations, extended timeline.

Q: Train twins together or separately?

A: If both ready, together works (peer modelling). If one ready, train that child first.
Q: Boys train later than girls?
A: Slight trend (2-3mo) but huge individual variation. Don't use gender as

excuse/pressure.

Q: Squat or western toilet for training?
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A: Train on whichever your home uses. Squatting is natural but needs balance.

Q: Family pressuring me. How handle?

A: Set boundaries respectfully. Scripts in. Explain following medical guidance.

Q: Okay to use langot instead of diapers?

A: Traditional cloth methods fine if work for your family. Similar to cloth diapers.

Q: When see doctor about training?

A: Generally: severe constipation, blood, pain, bedwetting after 7, daytime after 5, no
progress 6 months.

Q: Are UTls related to training?

A: Poor wiping and holding increase UTI risk. Teach front-to-back (girls).

Q: Stool is [color]. Normal?

A: White, black (non-supplement), or red (bloody) need doctor.

APPENDIX: QUICK REFERENCE GUIDES

A. Emergency Protocols

1. Severe Constipation (>5 days, hard abdomen, vomiting):

e Call paediatrician immediately.

e Stop solids until evaluated.

e Offer clear liquids.

¢ Don't give laxatives without guidance.
e ERif severe pain.

2. Suspected UTI (burning, fever, foul urine):

e Increase fluids.

e Call paediatrician same day.

e Catch urine sample.

e Avoid bubble baths.

e Complete antibiotic course.

e Blood in Stool/Urine:

¢ Note amount and color.

e Save sample if possible.

e Call doctor or ER if large amount.
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e Monitor other symptoms.

B. Constipation Quick Fix (24-Hour)

e Morning: Warm water + 5 soaked prunes.

e Breakfast: Oats + fruit.

e Mid-morning: Water + fruit.

e Lunch: Dal + vegetables + brown rice.

e Post-lunch: Bicycle legs/movement.

e Afternoon: Papaya or pear.

e Dinner: Light khichdi with ghee.

e Evening: Warm oil massage (clockwise, 10min).
e Before bed: Isabgol atsp in warm milk.

e If no BM by 48hrs: Consult paediatrician.

C. Supply Checklist
Essential:

v Potty chair OR toilet seat reducer.
v Sturdy step stool (non-slip).

v" 8-10 training underwear.

v' Waterproof mattress cover.

v' Easy-remove clothing.

Helpful:

Potty books.

Sticker chart (optional).
Portable potty seat.
Extra sheets.

Enzyme cleaner.

AN NI N NN

CONCLUSION: YOUR JOURNEY FORWARD

Toilet training is a developmental journey teaching body awareness, self-regulation,
independence, and trust. When parents follow science, respect pace, and offer
emotional safety, children learn confidently and healthily.

Key Takeaways

Readiness Over Age - Brain determines timing.

Constipation is Enemy #1 - Healthy gut = success.

Emotional Safety Enables Learning - Fear/shame/pressure tighten muscles.
Your Calm is Contagious - Regulate yourself to help child.

Accidents are Data, Not Failure - Sensory feedback builds awareness.
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Cultural Wisdom + Modern Science - Honor roots + respect biology.
Nighttime is Different - Separate biological processes.

Every Child's Timeline is Unique - Comparison steals joy.

Your Affirmations:

"l am the expert on my child. | observe, respond, trust."

"My child's body is developing exactly as it should."

"Learning takes time, practice, patience. | have all three."
"Accidents are steps forward in disguise."

"l release comparison, pressure, shame. | choose connection."
"My calm creates my child's safety."

"This phase is temporary. The relationship is permanent.”

Remember

No one graduates high school in diapers. Every child achieves this when their body
is ready. Your role is to support development with knowledge, patience, and
unwavering love.

Children who thrive aren't those trained earliest. They're those whose parents
created safety, respected pace, and celebrated efforts without pressure.

You're teaching:

Body is trustworthy.

Learning is safe.

You are their secure base.

Mistakes are normal.

They are loved unconditionally.

This is the foundation for lifelong confidence.

YVVVYVVY

Your Next Steps

Complete readiness assessment.
Address constipation if present.
Create supportive environment.

Set family boundaries.

Choose start date (when child ready).
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Print tracking tools.

Begin with confidence, patience, trust.

Final Words
Dear Parent,

You've completed this course—not because you're failing, but because you're
committed to doing this right.

You now have knowledge generations before didn't have: neuroscience, biology,
psychology, and cultural wisdom integrated.

Trust it. Trust your child. Trust yourself.

Hard days will come. Days of doubt. Days when it feels like you're alone. Days when
pressure feels overwhelming.

On those days, return here. Remember that millions of children take their unique
path to this milestone.

Your child will get there. Not on society's timeline—on their own perfect timeline.

And when they do, the journey you traveled together—with patience, respect, and
love—uwill have taught them something far more valuable than just where to
eliminate.

You will have taught them: They are worthy of patience. Their body deserves
respect. Learning is safe. And you are always their secure base.

This is the greatest gift.

Wishing you a journey filled with connection, not pressure. Progress, not perfection.
And celebration of every small, beautiful step forward.

With respect and support,
MyDvija Team.
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